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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 17845 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP, ENRG, TC, SA 

SUBJECT: VISIT BY PETROLEUM MINISTER OTAIBA 
REF.: STERNER-SAUNDERS TELCON 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER 

1. WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT WE ARE AWARE OF OTAIBA'S 
INTEREST IN MAKING VISIT TO US AND IN MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY. WITH THE SECRETARY OUT OF COUNTRY AT THIS TIME 
AND HIS SCHEDULE UNCERTAIN, IT SIMPLY IS NOT POSSIBLE FOR 
US AT THIS TIME TO GIVE YOU A DATE WHEN SECRETARY COULD SEE 
OTAIBA HERE. HOWEVER, WE WILL KEEP THIS MATTER IN MIND 
AND WILL BE EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITIES. INGERSOLL 
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